Attorney Occket No. 9340.680USI I 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 
United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a beiow named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to mv 
name; that J 



I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors are 
named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled* HINGED 
THERMOPLASTIC-FABRIC REINFORCED STRUCTURAL MEMBER, PROFILE AND METHODS THEREFORE 

The specification of which 

a. □ is attached hereto 

b. El was filed on March 9, 2000 as application serial no. 09/522,353 and was amended on (if applicable) (in the case of a PCT-filed 
application) described and claimed in international no. filed and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I 
solicit a United States patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 
aagamendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37 Code of 
Feajf ral Regulations, § 1 .56 (attached hereto). 

I %eby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's 
cer^ficate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
m f|pf the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 

a. p<] no such applications have been filed. 

b. p such applications have been filed as follows: 



In FORI 


:iGN APPLICATIONS), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 1 19 


country 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 










ALL FORE 


(GN APPLICATION^), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLIC 


ATION(S) 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 











I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international applications) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 


09/252,569 


February 18, 1999 


Pending 



l hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 1 19(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 



U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) 







I liefletfj' Appoint the following attorney(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: 





Albrecht John W 

lilUI VVIH, J Villi TV . 


Res No 40 481 


f arv Paul P 


Keg. INO. Jo,VhO 




Andprson Orpaa I 


Rpo No 78 878 


Lai bull, JalllCb /\. 


Keg. INO. 4U,44i 




Anspms drpaorv \/T 


Rpo No 4? 964 




Keg. rNO. ^0,1^00 




Ratvli Ftrian H 


R Pa No 37 060 


LjIIIUUUJoI, 1 HllUlltV /A. 


Keg. [NO. 4U, /U 1 




Rf*nrH Inrin 1 
DCalU, JvJflil Lj. 


Keg. INO. Z/,OIZ. 


I \ / t/' I oii/rfln/^o L-* 
LyCKC, LjO-WICIICC Cf. 


Keg. NO. 3o,j4U 




Rpitk fohn M 


Rpo No 43 496 


N/fpAtilpv ^tpv/pn A 

IVI V/AUlVwjr t OlCVCll A. 


Keg. INO. r 40,U54 




RtarL' Rnifp P 
uiaviv, uiutc 


Rpo No 41 67? 
Keg. rsu. Hi^viZi 


IVICL/UUalU, LJalllCi VY . 


D Afr XT^ f\AA 

Keg. NO. JZ,U44 




Branch John W 

L/l UllvU^ ./Villi IT * 


Res No 41 633 

l\Vgl 1 T 1 -)\J ~J ~J 


Mclntvre Jr William F 


R pa Nn P— 44 00 1 




Rrpmpr Dennis C 


Res No 40 528 


N4npllpr Ooiislas P 


Rpa Nn 30 300 




Rrue<i<; Steven C 


Res No 34 130 


Panlv Daniel }>A 


Rea No 40 173 

IV ti^. T^Jj 




Rvmp I inda \T 


Res No 32 404 


Phillins John R 


Rpa No 37 706 




Carlson, Alan G. 


Res No 25 959 


Plunkett, Theodore 


Re<^ No 37 209 




Pawners Phil in P 


Res No 33 227 


Prenderoast Paul 


Rea No 46 068 




Chianetta lames R 


Res No 39 634 


Pvtpl Melissa T 


Rea No 41 517 




Clifford lohn A 

1 1 1 IVJl VJ, JVJllIl / V . 


Res No 30 747 


Oiinlev Tpitv 


Rpa No 75 148 




Cochran William W 

V^VJVlll Clll, tl illiUI.II YT . 


Res No 26 652 


Reirh Tohn C 


Rpa No 37 703 




Daisnauit Ronald A 


Res No 25 968 


Re i land Earl D 


Ret* No 25 767 




Dalev Dennis R 


Res No 34 994 


Schmalt7 David G 


Res No 39 828 




DalsHsh I.eslie R 


R"es No 40 579 


Schnman A/fark D 

tjvl 1 Lii 1 1C11 i ^ 1T1U1 IV 1— ^ * 


Res No 31 197 


0 


Danlfon Tulip R 

L/UUllvUj J UllV XV. 


R-pa No 36 414 


Sohiimann N/firhapl D 


Rea No 30 472 




OpVHes Smith FCarhprinp \4 


Rea No 42 157 


Scnll Timothv R 


Rea No 42 137 


:, f% 


DiPietro Mark T 

ten v/, iyxclxxv j. 




QpKalH Hrpcrtrv A 
ocuaiu, vjicguiy r\. 


Rpa No 33 780 




Pdell Robert T 


Rpa No 70 187 




Rea No 40 178 




Pnn Rvan SsnHra 


Rpa No 3Q 667 




Rea No 45 174 


iZ 
y I 


r~iliinfp I? Apprt T 
vjiaiiive, rvuuvii j. 


Rpa No 40 670 


Stoll— npRpll K^irstin T 


Rpa No 43 164 




VJ Ugglll, lVxalllloW J . 


lxeg. INO. 1Z3 


oiorer, oneney u. 


Rpa Nn 4^ 1 3S 


■ 


vjuiid, v^udnes c 


R^rr XTrv OA fiQA 
K.eg. INO. ZOjO^O 


ounincr, jonn r . 


Rpa Nn 70 1 14 
Keg. INO. zy,i 14 




frnnrian A Inn f~T 

VJtJl lilCUl, AVI tin VJ . 


Rpa >Jo 38 477 


OUIIlllCIo, JUlill o. 


Rpa No 74 716 

IVCg. lNVJ. j&*t 5 Z.xv? 




VJOUlu, JUIUl LJ. 


D PO XTn 1 51 773 


owciiboii, i^riK. vj. 


Rpa TvJn 45 147 


y. 


f^rv^cr cnr> Rir'VinrH 
vJicgovJii, JXiviiaiva 


tvCg. INO. i rI,OUT' 


1 CliCtVovJil, LJa\l\X IV. 


Rpa Nn 37 314 




vJTCoello, JOIlil J. 


Rpo >J/^ 33117 
ivcg. INO. 1Z 


i remoaiii, jun 


Rpa >Jn 38 344 
Keg. Inu. jo,Jt-h 




Hamre Curtis R 

J. XC4IJLJLI X/iil llO J^/i 


Res No 29 165 


Underhill Albert L 

vj iiuvi 11111^ niuvit 


Res No 27 403 

lVVil. 1 1 VJ . Jim i ,~V»/ 


yi 


HiHson Randall A 


Res No 31 838 


Vandenhnrsh T Derek 


Res No 32 179 

lVVvg • X^IVS. ^X<,X t 




Holzer Jr Richard J 


Res No 42 668 


Wahl JohnR 


Res No 33 044 




Tohnston Scott W 

J VJI XI lO t\Jll, UvUll VV . 


Res No 39 721 


Wpavpr ICarrip Ci 
vv caYvi, rv cu I it. vj. 


Res No 43 245 




fCadipvitrh Natalie F) 


Rpa No 34 196 


Welter Paul A 

W j 1 Civil L\. . 


Res No 20 890 

l\Vvg> 1 1 VJ . iu^U .7 VJ 




Karieker Shanlcat 


Res No 34 049 

lVtli. 1^1 VJ. JT ? V/T^7 


Whinns Rnan 


Res No 43 261 

x\.e«2> i ^ vj • ^jjiiui 




Kastelic, Joseph M. 


Reg. No. 37,160 


Wickhem, J. Scot 


Reg. No. 41,376 




Kettelberger, Denise 


Reg. No. 33,924 


Williams, Douglas J. 


Reg. No. 27,054 




Keys, Jeramie J. 


Reg. No. 42,724 


Witt, Jonelle 


Reg. No. 4 1,980 




Knearl, Homer L. 


Reg. No. 21,197 


Wu, Tong 


Reg. No. 43,361 




Kowalchyk, Alan W. 


Reg. No. 3 1,535 


Xu, Min S. 


Reg. No. 39,536 




Kowalchyk, Katherine M. 


Reg. No. 36,848 


Zeuli, Anthony R. 


Reg. No. 45,255 



I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attorney/firm/ organization 
who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be represented 
unless/until I instruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary. 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicated below: 

Merchant & Gould P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that ail statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
Puppin 



First Given Name 
Giuseppe 



Second Given Name 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 
Bayport 



State or Foreign Country 

Minnesota 



Country of Citizenship 

USA 



1 



Post Office 
Address 



Signature oHnventor ?0 

A 



Post Office Address 
660 First Avenue South 



City 

Bayport 



State & Zip Code/Country 
Minnesota 55003/U S.A. 




Date: 
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§ L36 >4 OUty to disclose information material to patentability. 



(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the claim 
is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a claim that 
is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any claim 
remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of any 
existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information known 
to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by 
§§ 1 .97(b)-(d) and 1 .98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office was practiced 
or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages applicants to 
carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
befeve any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
be^ made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

or yrj 

s (2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

5 ^ (ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A (puna facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

( 1 ) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 
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